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Dear Mercury Bay Informer Reader

Pictured: Jennifer, Evie and Brian Taylor

Please help your local rescue helicopter save future generations – patients like young Evie.
My name is Marcel Driessen and thanks to your local Coromandel Rescue Helicopter Trust (CRHT), Intensive Care
Paramedics like me are available 24/7, to attend rescues in your area. Whether we are flying patients from our purpose-built
base at Whitianga, or from our Ardmore Base in Auckland, we are there when you need us most.
Last year our Auckland & Coromandel Westpac Rescue Helicopters attended 221 missions on the Coromandel Peninsula.
It’s because of donations and bequests from the community that we remain available in your region. Without this
unwavering support, patients may not have access to the fast response emergency care we can provide, 24/7.
With only 50% of funds provided by the government, we very much rely on the community’s help, your help, to continue
being around long into the future.
While donations help us pay for our next mission, legacy gifts help fund the assets and equipment we rely on to save lives.
Your two brand new helicopters would still be a few years off were it not for the support of past bequestors. Would you
consider leaving a gift in your Will to help us achieve our future goals?
Evie Taylor’s mum and dad, Jennifer and Brian, are very grateful to CRHT and their ongoing efforts to keep the Coromandel
community of today, and tomorrow, safe. The Taylor’s brave little girl was born with two heart conditions and, having faced
three open heart surgeries already in her two short years of life, they were not expecting the next challenge to strike so soon.
I was on shift that Saturday the 10th of February this year when we got the call to attend Whangamata for a critically unwell
toddler. Travelling alongside me was Dr Paul Blakemore, our HEMS (Helicopter Emergency Medical Service) Doctor. As Paul
and I read Evie’s medical notes enroute, we were concerned. Evie was ‘cyanosed’, a medical term meaning she was a blue
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PLEASE TICK THE BOX NEXT TO THE STATEMENT BELOW WHICH
IS RELEVANT TO YOU AND POST BACK TO US IN THE FREEPOST
ENVELOPE PROVIDED.
 Please

YOUR DETAILS
(Please circle) Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms
First Name:

I / We have already left a gift in our Will to the
Coromandel Rescue Helicopter Trust.

Surname:

I / We are not wishing to leave a legacy to the helicopter
at this time.

Street Name/No.:
Town:
Date of Birth*:

Postcode:
/

/

Phone:

Email:
If you require any assistance please contact us on 09 950 7204.
Your personal details are retained to keep you informed of future offers, promotional events
or fundraising activities that may be of interest to you. You may check, update or suppress
your records by contacting us on 09 950 7204.
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send me a brochure on your legacy program.

THANK YOU

Send a message to Evie, Jennifer & Brian :)
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________

colour due to a lack of oxygen. To complicate matters further, she had a congenital
heart condition.
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On arrival, we were met by the ambulance crew at the helipad. Talking
with them about Evie’s care, we made a decision to fly her to Starship
Hospital. This was the hospital where Evie had undergone her previous
heart surgeries and who would best know how to deal with her
current condition.
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Evie’s mum and dad were understandably stressed and we tried
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to reassure them as best we could. While medical expertise and fast
transportation to hospital are vital tools, being able to reassure family members is
one of the best tools we carry and, at times, one of the most effective. Given that Jennifer is a reluctant
flyer she did well to accompany Evie in the helicopter, and no doubt this was comforting for Evie too, as her condition
improved slightly to serious throughout the journey.

We arrived at Starship in just 30 minutes, a journey which would have taken at least three hours by road. We left Evie and
Jennifer in the safe hands of the emergency department staff at Starship before heading off on our next mission.
Usually we don’t get to hear what happens after that, but we were really pleased to receive a letter from Jennifer, thanking
us for helping her little girl. A few weeks later I got to catch up with her, Brian and Evie at our Whitianga base. It was
fantastic to see them again! They told me Evie had been suffering from Bacterial Endocarditis. This is an infection of the
inner layers of the heart muscle and in Evie’s case, was hard to find. It is fatal if left untreated.
Evie spent two months at Starship Hospital, while Dad, Brian, stayed back in the Coromandel to work and support his
family. Evie is fully recovered now and her energy and smile has returned. She has one more open heart surgery towards
the end of this year, so the family intend to enjoy these months together at home in Whangamata.
Thanks to the support of CRHT and the Coromandel community, our two helicopters will continue to be there
for Evie and patients like her. We want to be there for future generations. Please consider leaving a gift in your
Will to help us achieve this goal.
If you could kindly fill in the attached coupon we would be very grateful.
There is also a space there for you to pass on a message to Evie and her family.
Warmest regards,

Marcel Driessen, Intensive Care Paramedic
P.S. Young Evie is looking forward to a bright future thanks to the support of our community. Please help future
generations by responding to this special appeal from the Coromandel Rescue Helicopter Trust.
A DONATION IS NOT EXPECTED.
But if you would like to support us further please fill out the form below.
I/we can help and would like to donate:
$

PAYMENT OPTIONS
(enclosed) - Please make cheques payable to
Cheque

Auckland & Coromandel Westpac Rescue Helicopter
Visa

Mastercard

Amex

Card number				

Name on the card
Signature

PLEASE TURN OVER TO SEND EVIE A MESSAGE

Donations of $5 or over qualify for a tax credit.
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Expiry date

